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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested in view of the 
foregoing amendments and the following remarks. 

Claims 1-1 1 are pending in the present application, of v\itiich claims 1 and 8-1 1 are 
independent. 

OFFICIAL CONSIDERATION OF IDS IS REQUESTED 

On April 1, 2008, an Information Disclosure Statement ("IDS") submitted in the present 
application. {A copy of the USPTO PAf R report is attached as confirmation of this filing). Official 
consideration by the USPTO of any reference listed on such forms, and thus the IDS itself, is to 
be indicated by the Examiner initialing, signing and dating such forms. As of the date of this 
response, no initialed, signed and dated version(s) of such forms has been made of record; 
hence, the undersigned infers that the IDS has not yet been considered. The undersigned has 
no reason to believe that this circumstance implies anything other than a minor oversight on the 
part of the USPTO, 

Accordingly, official consideration of the IDS is hereby respectfully requested. Moreover, 
if any reference of that IDS is cited and relied upon in the rejection of claims in a future Office 
Action, it is requested that the Action be made non-final 

ITEM 2: CLAIM REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. §101 

Claims 1 , 8 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S,C. §1 01 as being directed to non-statutory 
subject matter, in particular, the Office Action asserts that the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

Independent Claims 1 and 8 

The Examiner indicates, in Item 2 on Page 2 of the Office Action, that claims 1 and 8 are 
directed to a computer software program and software modules. 

However, claims 1 and 8 are directed to a system - - and not to either of a computer 
software program or software modules. 

Thus, claims 1 and 8 are directed to statutory subject matter 
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Independent Claim 1 1 

The Examiner indicates, in Item 2 on Page 2 of the Office Action, that claim 1 1 is 
directed to a computer software program and software modules. 

However, claim 1 1 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) is directed to a computer-readable 
storage medium storing a computer program. Hence, claim 1 1 is directed to statutory subject 
matter. 

In view of the foregoing, the rejection of claims 1 , 8 and 1 1 Is submitted to be improper 
and, accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

ITEM 3: CLAIM REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U,S,C. §102 

Claims 1,4 and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, §102(b) as being anticipated by Patel 

et aL(7,370,004). 

Independent Claim 1 

Independent claim 1, as amended, recites, in part, the following: 

a provider information storage portion that 
stores, in a storage, for storing provider area 
information and provision information for each 
information provider, the provider area information 
indicating an area designated by the information 
provider, and the provision information being to be 
provided by the information provider; and 

an information transmission portion that 
transmits the provision information of the 
information provider accK>rding to the provider area 
information to a terminal device of the user 
according to the user area information if it is 
determined that the area indicated by the provider 
area information overiaps the area indicated by the 
user area information. (Emphasis Added) 

The Examiner asserts, in Item 4 on Page 3 of the Office Action, that Patel et al, 
discloses, in lines 1-20 of the Abstract, an information transmission portion for transmitting the 
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provision information. 

However, Patel et al fails to disclose the recitations of claim 1 as amended, i.e., "an 
information transmission portion that transmits the provision information of the information 
provider according to the provider area information to a terminal device of the user according to 
the user area information if it is determined that the area indicated by the provider area 
information overlaps the area indicated by the user area information." (Emphasis Added) 

Thus, the recitations of claim 1 as amended are not disclosed in Pate! et al. Hence, 
Patel et aL does not anticipate claim 1 . 

Dependent Claim 4 

Claim 4 depends from claim 1 Accordingfy, claim 4 has recitations that are not disclosed 
in Patel et al Hence, Patel et al. does not anticipate claim 4. 

Independent Claim 8 

Independent claim 8, as amended, recites: 

a provider information storage portion that 
stores, in a storage, provider area information and 
provision information for each information provider, 
the provider area information indicating an area 
designated by the information provider, and the 
provision information being to be provided by the 
infomiation provider; and 

a notification portion that sends a notification 
to a terminal device of the user according to the user 
area information so that the user receives the 
provision infomiation of the information provider 

according to the provider area information if it is 
determined that the area Indicated by the provider 
area information overlaps the area indicated by the 
user area information; and 

an information transmission portion that 
transmits the provision information of the information 
provider to the terminal device of the user 
responding to a request from the user who received 
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the notification, (Emphasis Added) 

However, Patel et al, fails to disclose the recitations in claim 8 as amended, i,e., "a 
notification portion that sends a notification to a terminal device of the user according to the user 
area information so that the user receives the provision information of the information provider 
according to the provider area information if it is determined that the area indicated by the 
provider area information overlaps the area indicated by the user area information; and an 
information transmission portion that transmits the provision Information of the information 
provider to the terminal device of the user responding to a request from the user who received 
the notification." (Emphasis Added) 

Thus, the recitations of claim 8 as amended are not disclosed in Patel et aL Hence, 
Patel et al. does not anticipate claim 8. 

Independent Claim 9 

Independent claim 9 as amended recites the following features: 

A server that is connected to an information 
providing server for providing information of plural 
information providers in accordance with location 
information of users via a network, the server 
comprising: 

a user registration portion that receives an 
application from the user for information delivery so 
as to register the user as an information delivery 
destination user; 

an information delivery portion that performs 
delivery of information to the user who is registered 
as the information delivery destination user; 

a delivery status management portion that 
manages a delivery status of information; and 

a delivery status notification portion that 
notifies the information providing server of the 
delivery status. 

In contrast, Patel et ai. fails to disclose the above recitations of claim 9, Hence, Patel et 
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al. does not anticipate claim 9. 

Independent Claim 10 

independent claim 10 as amended recites, in part, the following features: 

making a provider infomiation storage portion 
store, in a storage, provider area information and 
provision information for each information provider in 
advance, the provider area information indicating an 
area designated by the information provider, and the 
provision information being to be provided by the 
information provider; 

making a user information storage portion 
store, in the storage, user area information in 
advance for each user who has a terminal device, 
the user area information indicating an area 
designated by the user; 

transmitting the provision information of the 
information provider according to the provider area 
information to a terminal device of the user according 
to the user area information if it is detemriined that 
the area indicated by the provider area information 
overiaps the area indicated by the user area 
information. (Emphasis Added) 

However, Pate! et at. fails to disclose the recitations of claim 10 as amended, i.e., 
"transmitting the provision information of the information provider according to the provider area 
information to a terminal device of the user according to the user area information if it is 
determined that the area indicated by the provider area information overlaps the area indicated 
by the user area information/' (Emphasis Added) 

Thus, claim 10 as amended has recitations that are not disclosed in Patel et al. Hence, 
Patel et al. does not anticipate claim 10. 

Independent Claim 1 1 

Claim 1 1 is directed to a computer-readable storage medium storing a computer program 
thereon. The computer program causes a computer to perform the process comprising, in part, 
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the following recitations: 

reading provider area information 
corresponding to provision information to be 
transmitted from a provider information storage portion 
that stores, in a storage, the provider area information 
and the provision information in an interrelated 
manner for each information provider, the provider 
area information indicating an area designated by the 
information provider and the provision information 
being to be provided by the information provider; 

reading user area information of a user who is 
a destination of the transmission from a user 
information storage portion that stores, in the storage, 
the user area information for each user, the user area 
information indicating an area designated by the user; 
and 

transmitting the provision information 
corresponding to the provider area information to a 
terminal device of the user according to the user area 
information if it is determined that the area indicated 
by the provider area information overlaps the area 
indicated by the user area information. (Emphasis 
Added) 

In contrast, Patel et al, fails to disclose the recitations in claim 1 1 as amended, i.e., 
^'transmitting the provision information corresponding to the provider area information to a 
terminal device of the user according to the user area information if it is determined that the area 
indicated by the provider area information overlaps the area indicated by the user area 
information." (Emphasis Added) 

Thus, claim 1 1 as amended has recitations that are not disclosed in Patel et al. Hence, 
Patel et al. does not anticipate claim 1 1 . 

In view of the foregoing discussion, the rejection of claims 1 ,4 and S-l 1 is unsupported 
by the reference. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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CLAIM REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. SI 03 

Claims 2,3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Patel et al.(7,370,004). 
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Dependent Claims 2.3 and 5-7 

Claims 2, 3 and 5-7 depend, either directly or indirectly, from independent claim 1 

The Examiner asserts, in Item 6 on Page 5 of the Office Action, that Pate! et al. discloses 
the invention as in claim 1 above. 

However, Pate! et al. fails to disclose, at least, the recitations claimed in claim 1 , as 
amended; claims 2, 3 and 5-7 inherit those recitations and thus are not obvious. 

In view of the foregoing discussion, the rejection of claims 2,3 and 5-7 is not supported 
by Patel et aL Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested, 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, this application is considered to be in 
immediate condition for allowance, and thus, reconsideration and a Notice of Allowance are 
courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No, 1 9-3935. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: December 10. 2008 




H.J. sms 

Registration No. 22,010 



1201 New York Avenue, N.W,, 7th Floor 
Washington, D.G. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434^1501 
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